
A Long Overdue Celebration
An exploited little girl you helped rescue is now being loved

continued page 3

There was little celebration surround-
ing Katee’s birth. Her mother seemed 

to lack the mothering instinct. Her 
thoughts instead focused on how Katee 
would soon have to earn her keep as the 
youngest of several siblings and cousins, 
who all pitched in just to survive.
Katee’s family, which included her grand-
mother, struggled to survive because they 
were homeless. And life on the streets of 
Phnom Penh, Cambodia, doesn’t offer 
much to celebrate. They moved repeat-
edly from one overhang to the next, 

escaping police nightly and running the 
“family business”—begging just to put a 
few scraps of food in their bellies. Addi-
tionally their lack of both education and 
opportunity fostered a lifestyle of addic-
tion, abuse and hopelessness. 
As their vulnerability increased, our 
team began to monitor the family closely. 
Katee and her older brother Mikal were 
especially at risk due to severe health 
concerns. (Mikal, we learned, needs a 
risky heart and lung transplant if he is to 
survive into adulthood.) 

Katee, in a tuk-tuk with social work staff 
you help support, on her way to a new 
life where she’ll be loved and celebrated

We hope you find this news-
letter encouraging as you see 
how your partnership has 
changed lives!
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OUR MISSION is to partner to-
gether to restore social justice 
and destiny in individuals and 
regions through outreach, events, 
advocacy, business, community 
development and gospel ministry.

NOTE: The names of those who have 
been exploited have been changed to 
protect them from re-exploitation.
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Movin’ On Up

Covid Outreach

Did you hear? We’ve moved! Moving is usually such a diffi-
cult decision—but not so this time because God dropped 
the perfect building into our laps, enabling us to con-
solidate our previous 3 buildings into one! Our new Ex-
treme Love Impact Center now houses all of our ELM 
offices and training, and it also has space on the first 
floor for Destiny 
Cafe, our dream 
social enterprise 
that will help us 
to train, employ, 
and disciple vic-
tims of human 
trafficking and 
other forms of 
sexual exploita-
tion (more cafe 
updates in the 
months ahead). 
That’s kept us 
busy packing, 
moving, cus-
tomizing and organizing—but what lies ahead is so ex-
citing, and you are a part of what’s happening!

The poor and elderly were 
hardest hit by the economic 
hardships caused by the pan-
demic. But thanks to you we've 
been able to supply 770 fami-
lies with rice, 5400 people with 
hot meals, and many more 
acts of love in Jesus’ name.

2019 ended with our team praying for the Fire of God 
to purify and refine all that is His (Malachi 3:2-3; Deut. 
4:24). We knew we were entering into a season of transi-
tion and rebuilding, but never could we have imagined it 

would look quite like what it has. Yet amidst all 
the trials has come the most beautiful 

journey. I get teary just thinking 
about it—and not because of 

the difficulty or even the 
pain through the fire, but 

because it is holy unto 
the Lord. 2020 has truly 
been one of my favor-
ite years—a year of 
stretching unlike any 
other but also a year of 
increase and accelera-
tion beyond anything 
we’ve ever experienced. 

My mom used to always 
say, “When life gives you 

lemons you make lemon-
ade.” But I’m going to take it 

one step further to say, “With-
out the lemons, you would not 

be able to make the lemonade!” Like 
Paul, we exult in our tribulations, know-

ing they are refining us for greater (Romans 5:3-5). Be 
encouraged—the King of kings sits on His throne and 
has never left, always in control, and always working all 
things together for good (Romans 8:28)!
The earth is about to see some of the greatest Kingdom 
exploits as we enter into this next “Esther season” of 
justice. As a ministry, we are 
preparing for multiplied fruit 
and making careful decisions to 
create structures that can house 
the coming harvest. Thank you 
for your faithfulness to build 
with us . . . for such a time as this 
(Esther 4:14)!

By Andrea Aasen, Director of Extreme Love Ministries

My Thoughts
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Our Education Empowerment Program (EEP), which enables 
partners to sponsor kids’ education, made it through a hard 
season of virtual classes and remote study due to Covid. The 
good news is our sponsored kids are now back in class-
rooms and ready for a new school year! 
Many were top in their class after our team stepped up to 
provide 4 months of virtual community classes (to keep  
accountability, help with computer learning, and make sure 
the kids turned in assignments and got lessons and tests 
on time). We had 8 different community groups operating 
to support 40 kids in education and lunch sponsorship.

School is in Session!

Katee’s rescue
continued from cover

Katee and her big brother at Hope House

In special attempts to keep the family 
together, our team tried several tactics 
to help mom and grandma raise their 
children well. But Katee’s mom was 
one of those persons who specialize in 
exploiting others—even her own chil-
dren. Katee's mother and grandmother 
worked together as partners in crime 
by exploiting their children for person-
al gain through begging. 
Eventually, the money was not enough, 
so mom and grandma began to sell 
their children. One of the girls was 
hired out for sexual services, and all 
of the kids became targets for extreme 
abuse and daily humiliation. After 
Katee’s sister was rescued and the per-
petrator—as well as her mother—were 
jailed, our team kept careful watch on 
the other siblings. Working with a net-
work of organizations, investigators, 
government officials and police, 
we hoped to collect enough 

evidence to get them all into safe care. 
Soon after mom’s arrest, the children 
went into full custody of the grand-
mother. She failed to make ends meet 
and in desperation began to further 
exploit the children. Coordinating an 
organized begging ring, she trafficked 
her children regularly by renting them 
out to work for other local beggars.
We’re overjoyed to report to you, how-
ever, that last month all of the children 
being trafficked were rescued, includ-
ing little Katee, now age 7! The grand-
mother is now in jail as well, and all of 
the children have been placed in one of 
our partner homes, living in safety! 
After tirelessly advocating for Katee, 
we received full custody, and she has 
now joined her brother Mikal (rescued 
3 years ago) at our Hope House, where 

she is surrounded by those who love 
and care for her. She is valued 

as a child of God, and the only 

begging she now does is for more ice 
cream! 
That is something to celebrate! We not 
only celebrate the life of Katee and her 
journey on the road to healing, but we 
also celebrate you…because without 
your love and compassion, Katee’s res-
cue and rehabilitation would not have 
been possible. Thank you!

Sponsored kids recently got new 
backpacks, shoes, uniforms and 
other school supplies
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Katee has special needs, as do the other children 
living at Hope House. They also need love and nur-
ture. Today, you can do something to help meet 
those needs.

It costs an average of $300 per child each month to meet their needs 
for food, shelter, medical care, nurture, rehabilitation and more.

30010030
YES! I want to help a child at Hope House...

I want to give this amount monthly for Hope House
I want to give this amount monthly for where most needed

We wish we had more pages to tell you 
all the things God is doing through our 
partnership with you! He is at work in 
Iraq, where we hope to be reporting 
from early next year. We’ve also been 
busy training staff for new programs 
here in Cambodia (photo at right). 

And you may 
have seen our 
new Destiny 
Cafe logo! 
We’re thrilled to 
see this vision 
become reality. 
It takes time to 
do things with 

excellence, so be watching as the cafe 
takes shape and staff are trained (em-
powering those formerly exploited). 
Another exciting social enterprise de-

velopment is that our 
Everlasting Love 
shop now has 
leathermak-
ing equip-
ment and two 
experienced 
trainers!

Lastly, our new Transit Monitoring 
program is now rolling. Trained staff 
watch key bus and other transportation 
hubs to intercept trafficking activity. 
Working with local authorities, we hope 
this program develops into a key stra-
tegic method for rescuing victims very 
early before serious trauma is com-
mitted against them. Praise God for 
this season of harvest, in which we can 
partner together to see lives changed! 

Other Happenings
Your partnership at work elsewhere at ELM

Help provide a new life 
filled with love and hope  

for Katee and other children 
at Hope House

Katee is now receiving love and nurturing for the first 
time in her life. She's also learning the source of that 
love—Jesus. But your help is needed if Katee and the 
other rescued children at our Hope House shelter are to 
continue to receive the life-giving care they need. You 
can make that happen by following the instructions at 
right. Thank you.


